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¡BIENVENIDOS Cavaliers and Parents!  

Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year, to the Community House World Languages Department and most importantly to Spanish1, Part 1!  We trust that you are excited and ready to continue your study of the Spanish language this school year.  We feel very privileged to be teaching you!  With a positive attitude and hard work, you will increase your vocabulary and communication skills in Spanish and achieve success!

Class Content

This year-long course is the first part of a two part series that will focus on speaking, reading, writing and listening.  The 3 modes of communication (interpretive, interpersonal and presentational) will be employed to engage the student in Spanish language acquisition.  Along the way, students will learn about the cultures of the countries where Spanish is spoken.  Instruction will adhere to the North Carolina Essential Standards for the Study of World Languages, Part 1.  In order to receive high school credit, the student must pass Spanish 1, Part 1 in 7th grade and likewise must pass Spanish 1, Part 2 in 8th grade.   A district end-of-course exam will be administered to all students enrolled.  See Grading for specific information.
The Objectives for the Class Incorporate the Five C’s:

· Communication – learning to communicate in the target language

· Culture – gaining knowledge and understanding of the people, countries and customs where the language is spoken

· Connections – using the target language to connect with other school subjects

· Comparisons – developing insight into the nature of language and culture 

· Communities – discovering uses for the target language in Charlotte and the world beyond

Daily Preparation and Expectations 

A high level of effort, participation and attentiveness in class will be crucial to succeed in this course.  

Please make note of the following expectations:

· Be READY to work when the bell rings.  Begin working on the warm-up right away.

· Be PREPARED by having pencils sharpened, homework out and all required materials with you (see reverse).

· Be RESPECTFUL at all times.  All school rules will be adhered to and enforced.  Education is a cooperative process whereby the teacher and student challenge each other to achieve their personal best.  

Required Materials 
   Student agenda 

   1” inch binder with dividers (we will label dividers in class) and loose leaf paper

   Pencils, blue or black pen
   Highlighters will come in handy from time to time
   2 dry erase markers for in-class practice





   A book/magazine to read (if you finish your work early)

   Optional but helpful – English-Spanish Dictionary

  ☺Always appreciated – boxed tissues, hand sanitizer, extra dry erase markers, sheet protectors, markers, glue sticks, colored printer paper, and/or a bag of mints for quiz/test days (☺ gives your brain a boost!)  
Grading


The following components make up the quarter grade.  An opportunity for extra credit may be given quarterly.
	FORMAL  65%
	INFORMAL  35%

	Tests, formal projects, comprehensive writing/

speaking assignments
	Warm-ups, quizzes, daily participation, in-class assignments, worksheets, homework, informal  projects


End-of-Year Exam will be administered in late May or early June to all Spanish 1 students.  Students’ proficiencies in speaking, writing, reading and listening will be assessed.  The EOY exam will count for 25% of the student’s final end of year grade as mandated by CMS.  The outcome of this exam may impact the student’s final grade.  The date for the EOY will be announced later in the school year.
Homework will be given frequently and checked for completion and accuracy during the next class period.  Some homework assignments will be collected, graded and returned to the students. 

Late/Make-Up Work.  Students have five school days to submit any missing homework assignments and/or to make up quizzes or tests upon returning from an absence.   Credit will be given as follows:

a. If the student was not present in class on the due date because of an excused absence, he/she has five days to complete the assignment for credit.

b. If the student was not present in class because of an unexcused absence, the work will be given less credit.

c. If the student was in class and did not complete an assignment on time, a “0” (zero) will be recorded and will stay in the grade book until the assignment is completed.

Thank you for reviewing the information in this syllabus.  You will want to keep this sheet in the front of your Spanish binder so you can refer to it as needed.  Please check in with my wiki page daily for assignments and Spanish class updates.
I will do everything possible to make your World Language experience at Community House a positive, exciting, enriching experience.  I am looking forward to learning with you this year!
Señorita Dow  
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Contact information for Srta. Dow





e-mail: alexandrag.dow�HYPERLINK "mailto:aida.perdomo@cms.k12.nc.us"�@cms.k12.nc.us�





webpage: � HYPERLINK "http://missschultesspanishclass.weebly.com" �http://missschultesspanishclass.weebly.com� 





TUTORING: Tuesdays, 8:15-8:45, Media Center
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See you on Curriculum Night!











